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The Governor’s Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service

(Volunteer Florida)

2011 6 Days 6 Ramps

Request for Financial Assistance

Background:

6 Days 6 Ramps began eight years ago as a Volunteer Florida signature event to engage persons with disabilities in service and to involve not-for-profit organizations, the community at large and businesses in meeting the increased need for wheelchair ramps by low-income Floridians with disabilities.  Volunteer Florida is seeking applications for funding to support the cost of ramp-building materials for organizations that can best meet the project objectives.

Project Objectives:
1. Expand the role of persons with disabilities in improving their community through participation in national and volunteer service programs and projects; 

2. Bring attention to the need of access for persons with disabilities by removing architectural, institutional and financial barriers so persons with disabilities can increase, maintain, or restore their independence and remain involved in their community; 

3. Strengthening new and existing volunteer efforts to support the critical need for building wheelchair ramps for local residents with disabilities whose income will not support the cost of constructing a wheelchair ramp;
4. Increase the capacity of local communities to respond to the on-going need for the construction of wheelchair ramps for low-income residents with disabilities by creating lasting partnerships between disability organizations, not-for-profit entities, the private sector and national service programs.

Serving and Engaging Veterans with Disabilities

Successful organizations chosen to be 6 Days 6 Ramps sites will reach out to veterans with disabilities who may need a ramp or who can assist with building wheelchair ramps for other individuals with disabilities in their community.  As part of the application process, organizations will be asked to achieve this goal by partnering with organizations that serve veterans with disabilities in their community.  
The Project:
6 Days 6 Ramps seeks to engage all members of the community, especially persons with disabilities, in volunteering to build wheelchair ramps for individuals with disabilities.  Successful applications for a 6 Days 6 Ramps Project Site will include partnerships between: local non-profits, organizations that work with people with disabilities, volunteer centers, AmeriCorps*State and National Direct programs, Learn and Serve, VISTA, Senior Corps national service programs, organizations serving veterans with disabilities and private for profit businesses.  Serving persons with disabilities must be the primary focus of either the applicant or one of the applicant partners.

All projects need to be scheduled and completed during the week of May 15-21, 2011. Volunteer Florida will develop marketing materials, the project website and provide up to 80 volunteer t-shirts per site to help promote the projects and to encourage community members to participate as volunteers. Ramp recipients must meet federal poverty guidelines.
Funds:

Based on continued funding and the quality of proposals submitted, Volunteer Florida anticipates the ability to provide up to $2,500 per 6 Days 6 Ramps application for ramp building materials to support up to (3) applicants.  Funds are available to not-for-profit and governmental agencies operating in the state of Florida.  Applicants should leverage awarded funds and attempt to build the greatest number of ramps possible.  For example, if building a ramp primarily from concrete would only support building one ramp, while 3 wooden ramps could be built with same money, serious consideration should be given to building 3 wooden ramps.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to partner with at least one local AmeriCorps program. Preference will be given to projects that show strong partnerships between national service programs such as AmeriCorps *State and National Direct, (contact the Corporation for National and Community Service State Office for  VISTA, Senior Corps) and Learn & Serve Programs.  All funds will be disbursed on a cost reimbursement basis.  Reimbursement requests should be submitted following the service event to Volunteer Florida in accordance with reimbursement guidelines that will be provided to the organizations selected to receive funding.  All ramps must be built according to the Chapter 11: Florida Building Accessibility Code for Building Construction.
Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Sponsorship: In support of the 2011 6 Days 6 Ramps Community Service Project the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program (BSCIP) will provide up to $2,500 in sponsorship to support 6 Days 6 Ramps sites in Florida to build wheelchair ramps for clients being served by BSCIP.

Timeline:


March 11, 2011:
 
Notice of Funding Availability

April 08, 2011:

5:00 p.m. EST Deadline for Submission of Requests

April 11-15, 2011:

Committee Reviews


April 18, 2011:

Grant Award Notification

May 14-21, 2011:

6 Days 6 Ramps Service Projects ramp-building occurs
Grant requests should be emailed to:

Paul Martell, Accessibility Program Manager

Email: 6days6ramps@gmail.com, Fax: 850-921-5146
Phone: 850-414-0093
Section I: Applicant and Partner Information
Applicants please provide complete information for all partners, including: contact person’s name, organization name, mailing address, phone number, fax number and e-mail address.  One partner organization must serve persons with disabilities as their primary focus.
Applications with incomplete contact information will not be considered for funding.

	Have you applied for 6 Days 6 Ramps grant before?   Yes____    No _____

	Amount Requested:

Check if: (  ) You would like to be considered as a 6 Days 6 Ramps site, are NOT requesting funding for building materials, but would like to receive all other project resources.

	Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Support (place an X in the space provided to be considered for additional funding from BSCIP)
	(   ) Yes, I would like to apply for additional funding to build ramps for consumers of the Brain and Spinal Cord Injury Program.

	Agency Requesting Funding 
	

	Contact Person for 6 Days 6 Ramps Community Service Project
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	

	(5 Points) AmeriCorps Program Director or National Service Partner
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	

	(5 Points) Community Partner (Either Applicant or community partner must serve persons with disabilities)
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	

	 (5 Points) For Profit Private Enterprise Partner:
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	

	
	

	(5 Points) Organizations Serving Veterans with Disabilities Partner
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


Section II Project Description
Please provide detailed information regarding your proposed 6 Days 6 Ramps project.  Successful applicants will be chosen based upon their ability meet the project objectives.

	(15 Points) Please describe your capacity to meet the project objectives.

(500 Word Limit)


	(10 Points) Please Describe your past accomplishments as examples of your organization’s ability to develop a successful 6 Days 6 Ramps Community Service Project.

	(500 Word Limit)



	(20 Points) Please describe how you will: 1) recruit and engage new volunteers, 2) ensure individuals with disabilities are recruited and included as volunteers in your 6 Days 6 Ramps Community Service project, and 3) promote your partnership between national service programs and your efforts to recruit individuals with disabilities as volunteers in your local community. 

	(500 Word Limit)




Section III Project Capacity Building

Please explain how your organization will leverage funding to achieve the greatest results. Successful applicants will be chosen based upon the ability meet the project objectives.

	(20 Points) How will this project help to develop or increase your organization’s ability to support an on-going ramp building project in your community?  Please explain how your new partnerships will support the ability to provide an on-going building of wheelchair ramps in your community.


(400 Word Limit)

	(15 Points) Please outline any in-kind or monetary support from other community sources or partners.

	(300 Word Limit)



	***Please insure your application packet includes the following:

	1.  All partner logos must be submitted in an electronic format.

2.  All contact information for your partners (phone, e-mail, FAX # and physical mailing address).
If your organization is chosen to receive funding for 6 Days 6 Ramps or if you are applying to be a site without receiving funding, we will be unable to include logos or partner information on any promotional materials if they are not included with your application.


	Grant Deliverables

Applicants chosen to receive funding to support a 6 Days 6 Ramps project will be required to submit deliverables associated with the goals of the project.  Deliverables will include:

· Documentation of outreach conducted to include veterans with disabilities and volunteers with disabilities;

· A description of documentation and guidelines used to determine how ramp recipients were selected and a summary list of these qualifications in a table format; High resolution action photos of volunteers building ramps to Volunteer Florida;

· High resolution photos of volunteers holding 6 Days 6 Ramps banner on completed or nearly completed ramps;
· Legible hard copies of all volunteer sign-in sheets, one for each ramp project;
· Hard copies of completed volunteer satisfaction surveys (blank evaluations and evaluation summary to be provided by Volunteer Florida);
· A minimum of two anecdotal stories about how the ramp made a difference in the recipient’s life;

· A minimum of two anecdotal stories from volunteers about the impact participating with the 6 Days 6 Ramps project had on them personally;

· A typed list of participants names so that Certificates of Appreciation for all volunteers can be created by Volunteer Florida;

· Copies of all additional public relations materials, press releases and media events that are initiated by the grantee (Applicant selected to receive a 6 Days 6 Ramps Grant);

· A brief description of each ramp, please include the length, materials used and cost;

· A copy of itemized receipts for all materials purchased (Note: the receipts must be dated on or before the date the ramp is built);

· An invoice for reimbursement of expenses indicating the cost of each ramp and the total cost to be reimbursed. (If your organization received in-kind support ONLY please provide a summary of project expenses indicating the costs of each ramp and the total cost for the 6 Days 6 Ramps project). 


All sections above must be completed in order for applications to be considered.
Applications should be emailed to:

Paul Martell, Accessibility Program Manager

Email: 6days6ramps@gmail.com 
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